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2005 Kayak

Dusted Oft

for Inspection

Kamp Absalonsen, a Greenland competition senior judge and lifelong kayak expert,
made his first visit to the U.S. this past fall. One of Kamp’s requests was to see the kayak
Maligiaq Padilla built during the Smithsonian National
Museum of Natural History’s Festival of Greenland. Mali-
giaq made a special trip from Greenland in May 2005 for
the live kayak-building demonstration (see the Winter
2005 issue of the Masik).
Monday, October 1, 2007, Kamp and an entourage of

B X four met Abbey Brazee at the Museum and made their
Bill Fitzhugh, of the way through the back hallways flanked with floor-to-

Museum of Natural ceiling storage cabinets. Bill Fitzhugh, director of the
History, retrieves

A Arctic Studies Center and curator of the Department of
Maligiaq'’s kayak.

Anthropology at the Museum, welcomed the group to

his office, then led them to the
kayak, which rested on top of a Do not touch.
set of cabinets and required a pair of rolling
stepladders to bring to the floor. With the ~ With the keen
keen eye of a veteran builder, Kamp exam-  eye of a veteran
ined the kayak from bow to stern while Bill  builder, Kamp

removed the “Do Not Touch” signs affixed ~ examined the

to the deck. kayak from bow
Kamp seemed satisfied that such a to stern while
prestigious institution had an accurate Bill removed the

representation of his cultural heritage, even  “Do Not Touch”
though he did not pronounce the kayak signs affixed to
flawless. The lack of a seeqqortarfik, a deck  the deck.

beam just forward of the masik, may have

Kamp, Dubside, Tom Sharp with been because Maligiaq had only a limited
Maligiaq’s kayak.
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time to construct the kayak. Although rela-

tively young, Maligiaq’s kayaking knowledge
and skills are widely recognized in U.S.
traditional sea-
kayaking circles.
In 1998, when
he was 16, he
won the Green-
land National
Kayaking Cham-
pionship and sub-
sequently made
his first trip to the
U.S. to attend the
Delmarva Paddler’s Kamp checking out
Retreat, a gathering @ paddle.
of sea kayakers held
in Delaware each October.

After hoisting the kayak back to its perch,
everyone posed in Bill's office for a group '

photo before saying goodbye.

Kamp discussing the finer points of Maligiaq's kayak. Bill Fitzhugh
(left, in sandals) and Peter Fuchs (in blue shirt, across from Bill) and
Dubside competed at the Greenland Dubside (front) look on.

Biography:

Kayaking Championships both in 2004
and 2006. His knowledge, expertise,

and enthusiasm are captured in two
instructional DVDs, “Greenland Rolling
with Dubside” and “Qajaasaarneq—
Greenland Rope Gymnastics.” He favors
folding kayaks, always wears black, and
has been encouraging others to learn the
Greenlandic names of the competition

rolling and rope moves, as he has done.

Counterclockwise from front: Dubside, Kamp Absalonsen, Alison
Sigethy, Bill Fitzhugh, Peter Fuchs, Tom Sharp
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http://www.qajaqusa.org/cgi-bin/GreenlandTechniqueForum_config.pl
http://www.qajaqusa.org

QAJAQ USA Membership Application

We welcome members outside of the US and overseas.

Name:

Street:

City: State: Zip:
Phone: E-mail:

Membership: D New Member D Renewal

To pay by check or money-order, please type in your information, print 2 copies of this page, keep
one, and send the other with payment in U.S. Funds, payable to Qajag USA to the address at bottom.

To pay online via PayPal, please visit http://www.qajaqusa.org/QUSA/membership_online.html

D Subscribing $35 D Supporting $50 D Sustaining $100 D Patron $150
Please consider a sustaining or patron membership if you are joining corporately. Sustaining and Patron
members will be recognized in The Masik newsletter.

Member Items:
Subscribing:
Supporting:
Sustaining:
Patron

two logo stickers)

two logo stickers + embroidered patch)

two logo stickers + embroidered patch + Qajag USA T-shirt)
Sustaining perks + embroidered Qajaq USA cap)

—_ o~ o~ —~

T-Shirts:
Qajaq USA silk-screened cotton T-shirts are available for $15 each. (One shirt is complementary with
Sustaining and Patron memberships)

Quantity/Size: Small D Medium D Large D X-Large D
I'd like to help with: Events D Newsletter D Membership D PuincityD
| am interested in: Kayak Building D Paddle Making D Rolling & Other skiIIsD
Instruction D Racing & Competition D

QAJAQ USA

Meeting Greenland-style paddlers in my area D

Thank You for your
interest and support

Please tell us about yourself. Comments, other interests, or give a short bio: of Qajaq USA!

Please mail this form
with payment to:
QAJAQ USA

1215 E. M113
Kingsley, Ml 49649

www.gajaqusa.org



http://www.qajaqusa.org/QUSA/membership_online.html
http://www.qajaqusa.org
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